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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Note: The editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this department. All com- 
munications must be accompanied by the name and address of the writer. 

IN ANSWER TO OUR "INVITATION" 
Dear Editor: Your invitation to send one new subscriber, I happened to 
read in a friend's magazine, and am responding at once. I was one of the first 
subscribers, and remember the thrill when I received my first magazine. This 
was considered a great step ahead in our profession. At that time, 1900, my 
Superintendent of Nurses at the Massachusetts Homeopathic Hospital, Miss 
Alice Griswold, had been at the meeting, and I believe was one of the nurses who 
agreed to back the magazine. She came back and gave the Senior Class, of 
which I was a member, a glowing account of the meeting and what it meant; 
also what they had agreed to do. At this juncture she was called from the room 
for a few minutes, but she had so imbued us with her enthusiasm that we seized 
a paper and I believe all promised subscriptions on the spot. There were sixteen 
of us in the class, and as we were still on pupil nurse remuneration, you can see 
that she certainty had us enthused. I am sorry I have not always been able to 
keep up my subscription to the Journal, but with a changing address it is not 
always possible to do so. 

Pennsylvania E. C. 

THE BUREAU OP INFORMATION 
Dear Editor: The Red Cross, in association with the three national nursing 
organizations, has organized a Bureau of Information which all hope will be 
useful to the nursing profession in general. Just at the present time, the nurses 
who are returning from overseas service form our largest clientele, but the 
Bureau will be continued after all the nurses have returned from Prance. They 
come to New York in order to pass a final physical examination, have their papers 
gone over by the various departments, turn in their Army equipment and, as 
one of the final acts, register with Miss Florence Johnson, nursing Director of 
the Atlantic Division of the Red Cross. While in her office, she tells the nurses 
about this Bureau and asks them what they wish or expect to do in the future. 
She explains that Miss Albaugh will be glad to have those who wish to obtain 
institutional and marine positions register with her, and that Miss Hitchcock 
will tell them about the possibilities in the public health field. The latter will 
also tell them of the courses open to them in the various public health nursing 
schools of which there are about fourteen, in various states. She explains about 
the scholarship and loan funds which are dispensed by the Red Cross to aid 
nurses in taking the courses which will prepare them for the public health nursing 
service. Printed reports of all these courses are kept on hand and given to the 
nurses interested enough to take them away and study more carefully all that 
is offered by the several schools. If the nurses do not wish to attend one of these 
schools, they are told of the possibilities open to them for practical experience 
and where they can, at the same time, earn an adequate monthly salary. Letters 
of introduction are given to the many organizations that are so generously 
cooperating in supplying all possible facilities in helping the nurses to learn 
public health procedure, and qualify for future positions. Just here, I wish to 
testify to the hearty cooperation of all these public health organizations and 
their unfailing courtesy and desire to give every possible assistance to the war 
service nurses. Many of these express a desire for industrial work, supposing 
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that their recent experience in surgery will be the greatest factor in securing 
these positions, little dreaming that first-aid emergency measures are a small 
part of the industrial nurse's duties. Many of the Massachusetts nurses have 
been greatly disturbed over a recent law which has been passed by the legislature 
making it compulsory, after May 1, for all employers of 100 persons or more 
to install in their plants well equipped dispensaries which shall be in charge of 
"qualified nurses or other persons trained in and competent to administer to 
first aid cases." These quoted words will show the possibility of a grave menace 
to the industrial nursing world, as it opens great opportunities to the attendant 
class, consequently many of the leading nurses in Massachusetts feel that every 
effort must be made to prepare graduate nurses for these positions and make it 
easy for the employers to engage well equipped assistants. Very few of the 
public health nursing schools offer instruction in this branch, therefore a real 
necessity was created for finding a proper means of supplying this. A letter 
was sent to Mrs. Anna M. Staebler of Boston, a nurse, and the Executive Secre- 
tary of the Committee for Health in Industry, in Massachusetts. She also gives 
lectures to students in the Public Health Nursing section of Simmons College. 
Mrs. Staebler immediately communicated with several of the large corporations 
in or near Boston, where the nursing service is especially good, and secured 
permission to place, for a month, ten nurses in their plants, where they could 
work under the guidance of their own staffs and also be as much as possible 
under the watchful eye of Mrs. Staebler. This is really a very great privilege, 
as most of the industrial nurses have had to start out with no idea of their 
duties and work out a plan of procedure for themselves. It is hoped that similar 
arrangements may be made in other states or that the visiting nursing organiza- 
tions will follow the lead of Miss Jacobus, Superintendent of Nurses of the 
Worcester Visiting Nursing Association. She wrote to the superintendents of 
large corporations which have no nursing staff and offered to take over their 
nursing work for them. She also wrote to the corporations which have a nursing 
staff and asked their cooperation in helping to give graduate nurses, untrained 
in this special line of work, facilities for gaining experience under their own 
nurses, and received permission to do this. It is possible that Teachers College, 
New York City, will extend its summer public health course and add an industrial 
nursing course, which will offer lectures by some of the expert men in the country. 
Another line of work bids fair to be a very extensive and interesting one, — mental 
social service. This will call for graduate nurses who have also had training in 
mental diseases supplemented with public health experience. Many of the over- 
seas nurses spent considerable time with "shell shock" cases; some of these ex- 
press much interest in this class of patients and have a desire to continue with 
them. There is a very great demand for public health nurses in the states of the 
far south. Heretofore, public health activities have not been developed in that 
part of the country as rapidly as in the north, east and west. Now a great 
interest seems to be felt in city, county and mountain work, and many calls for 
nurses have come from several states, but very few southern nurses experienced 
in public health procedure have registered at this Bureau, therefore it is difficult 
to fill the positions. The salaries offered are quite as high as those in the north, 
and counties are supplying cars and their up-keep. The salaries are about $100.00 
a month, or $125.00 for executive positions. Nurses who would be glad to hear 
about this most interesting work should communicate with Miss Jane Elizabeth 
Hitchcock, Chief, Public Health Division, Bureau of Information, 44 East 23d 
Street, New York City. 

New York Yssabella Waters. 



